FLAT TIME PATINA

In the early 2000, ot the invitation of Oouthwoark cowncil, the artist dohn Latham
designated his hovee a public sculpture, redesigning ite "face”, renaming it

FLAT TIME -1 O and reffranjing the octivities from there on in. Latham named the
houee after his theory of "Flat time”, an intuitive notion that involves all phenome-
no opatial and non-epatial alikej a theory which Lathoam devised as an alternative
reality-bose to the mathematical model of spacetime. To complicate things further,
Latham also referred to this notion as the "8vent Otructure” or "Time baseTheory”
as well as "Flat Time”.

Oharing a time-base meant, for Lathom, that objects are experienced as traces of
events. Accepting this empty and eolid but aleo, importantly, anfving time-base and
viewing obgects as traces meons that, bevond the scale of emears, ecuffs and
residues of action, a house iteelf can be seen as a troce: a eet of ongoing oo-
cietal processces. -

We engoge with obgjects and simultanecusely engage with thingse that cannot be meo-
oured outwardly-traces (of events) of different scoles: a drink, a lifetime, a
glance, a epillage, a hardening, the weight of the past, the time it tokes to lay
a toble, or the binding of relationships between people. The minotioe of evente all
overlop: the time it takes for an electron to travel acrose an atom shares a base
with the-time it tokee for a pandemic to emerge, oepread and..

And when a house, like this one you stond in now, has a bracketed moment alone,
(come time untouched ofter eome inhabitante have left) minimal troces, of multiple
opecies, continne. Mildew forms ite inroads on canvas already made sodden. Insects
bore into the cracke of wooden floorboards. Woodworm lay their eggs in furniture
ond timber frames. The house is both empty and solid becouse to inhabit (a ploce,
a body, a world), i aleo to adapt, move, ingest, get rid of and grow. It is be-
covoe materiale are entropic, that time ie visible.

When inhabiting a houee as a otudio, the house brackets the proctice. All things
share the qguality of duration; patina and process develop in parallel and notions
change names. The time it tokes to refer to an all encompassing notion over-
lops with the specificity of any bodily function-yours, mine and anvbodvs. And this
event-structure could not dream of eeparating art from life, of couree.

Framing o proctice involves all phenomena spatial and non-spotial alke. But the ac-
tivity within a house can share a realitv-bose, without a notion. The "unlivable condi-
tione” of this house mork it for demolition. Theobgjects here can be experienced

oo traces of multiole events, whether emall mishop (minor revelation) or Big bang
(mogor renovation). It is both empty ond eolid to eav that nothing occure outside of
time.
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